
TRACK INFORMATION 
Title: Enabling technologies for innovation ecosystem emergence 
 
Outline: Innovation is increasingly a result of inter-firm processes e.g. 
open innovation (Chesbrough, 2019), as well as of indirect, 
ecosystemic interaction between companies that happens by sharing 
common objectives, locations, or platforms (Gawer & Cusumano, 
2014). However, little is yet known about the mechanisms that drive 
the emergence of different ecosystems (Radziwon et al., 2022). In this 
context, it has been suggested that certain technologies may enable 
the birth of ecosystems (Dattée et al, 2018). Such enabling 
technologies form the basis for innovations in complementary sectors 
(Teece, 2018). Complex and complementary technologies that 
constitute dominant designs tend to be more enabling for subsequent 
innovation (Nylund et al., 2022a). However, these technologies need 
to overcome structural, societal and cultural barriers (Nylund et al., 
2022b). The unprecedented reach of digital technologies is therefore 
an enabling factor (Dąbrowska et al. 2022), as evidenced by the 
dynamic interplay of fintech ecosystems (Alaassar et al., 2022). 
Hence, understanding the mechanisms that connect enabling 
technologies with ecosystem emergence is highly relevant for the R&D 
Management community. This track therefore welcomes both 
conceptual and empirical papers with a qualitative and/or quantitative 
methodologies.  
 
Indicate a maximum of 5 key topics to be addressed in the track: 
Submissions are invited to contribute to one or more of the following 
topics: 
 

• The technological and industrial convergence as both catalyst 
and outcome of the emergence of new ecosystems; 

• The contemporary technologies that generate and build 
innovation ecosystems; 

• The emergence, organization and governance of innovation 
ecosystems enabled by general purpose technologies, in the 
context of societal challenges; 

• Business models that help technology-enabled innovation 
ecosystems in reaching maturity and new value propositions. 
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